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distraction from the worship to which he was
pledged. It was found necessary as a means
of support by many ill-endowed nunneries,
which became boarding schools for young
ladies, but when we hear of a grammar school
supported by a monastery we must think of it
as a benefit conferred by a wealthy landlord
on the neighbourhood rather than as an
activity of the religious body itself.

Privilege, exemption from authority, was a
passion in the Middle Ages. The monasteries
struggled for it, and with much success.
They could not willingly submit to inspection
by bishops or even by archbishops. Some
of them succeeded in excluding any official
visitor but a legate direct from Rome. Prob-
ably they would not have greatly gained in
efficiency had they been subject to regular
inspection, but they would have been more
thoroughly incorporated in the national
Church. The status of this mixed multitude
of religious houses varied infinitely. Social
considerations had their weight; parents
might find it difficult to gain admission to a
rich and famous monastery for a son who
would be welcomed into a less conspicuous
house. For within a generation or two of
their foundation the first austerity and the
purity of motive died down, even in the